
    

 

 

            

Study of the U.S. Institute for Student Leaders  
on Religious Pluralism in the United States 

 

PREPARING FOR YOUR TRIP  

Emergency Contacts 
 

Ms. Rebecca Mays:  484-459-8456  

Dr. Barbara Zasloff:  484-431-3350 

Dialogue Institute Office: 215-204-7520 / 7570 
 
Packing List 

1. Clothing: 
a) Comfortable sportswear is very appropriate for most daily activities indoors. You will 

want to bring light outer covering for cooler, rainy weather (umbrellas in U.S. are 
inexpensive). 

b) Please bring one or two formal or traditional outfits for special events. We will be 
visiting several places of worship; suits and ties are not required. “Casual dress” is 
appropriate, but not jeans/shorts or sleeveless blouses/dresses. 
 

2. You may want to bring a small gift (something traditional from your culture) for the host family 
with whom you will spend a weekend during the program. 
 

3. The student housing where you will be staying has free wireless so you may wish to bring a 
laptop computer. Some students may plan to purchase a laptop in the U.S. 
 

4. You should pack at least one outfit and a few toiletries in your carry-on luggage, as checked 
baggage sometimes gets delayed on international flights and you may have to wait a day or two 
for your things to arrive. You can expect some delay when you arrive at the airport due to 
increased security measures. If you need help, please call Ms. Mays or Dr. Zasloff (contact info at 



top and bottom of page). 
 

5. Be sure to bring a complete supply of any prescription medicine you may need; take this 
medication with you in your carry-on luggage on the plane in case your checked-in luggage is 
delayed. Liquid medication bottles cannot exceed four (4) fluid ounces when included in carry-
on luggage. 
 

6. If you wear contact lenses or glasses, please make sure to bring an extra pair because to get 
them here will be expensive and difficult. 

Keeping in touch with your friends and families 
 

You will be provided with a SIM card for your cell phone (or a temporary cell phone and SIM card if you 
need one) with an unlimited U.S. talk-and-text plan and free incoming calls; however, outgoing calls to 
your home countries are not included in the plan and are extremely expensive, so you should plan to 
use an international calling card, Skype and/or email as well. 
 
Travel 
 

You will be arriving at the Philadelphia International Airport; the SUSI staff will meet you there with 
clearly marked signs. If there are any complications that arise with your arrival at the airport, please call 
Ms. Mays at 484-459-8456 or Dr. Zasloff at 484-431-3350. 

 
Be sure to carry with you the letter you received from the State Department confirming your 
participation in the SUSI program, which you should use (along with your welcome letter) in the event 
that immigration or customs officials seek additional documentation about your stay in the United 
States. 

 


